
Things to See and Do Near our Ranch and Elsewhere in Northern Arizona  
Historic Holbrook (20 miles north of Hutch Road on highway 377)

A Quick Look: The quote on the left is what many 
said about Holbrook in the late 1800’s according to 
the Navajo County Historical Society, adding that 
“it was far wilder than Tombstone in the past”. 
Those wild years were dominated by the coming of 
the railroad and a huge cattle ranching operation 
by the Hashknife Outfit that brought-in jobs and a 
lot of money, but it also brought a lot of problems 
(read “The Rest of the Story” below for the very 
interesting, but often little-known details).

By 1950 Route 66 had become a big attraction for tourists traveling through Arizona, most of whom were 
westbound and had just passed through the scenic wonders of the Painted Desert/Petrified Forest area when 
they arrived in Holbrook, primed and ready to check-out local attractions, buy souvenirs, grab something to eat, 
and perhaps stay overnight.  Holbrook soon became one of the “places to stop” along Route 66 and tourism 
became a booming business.  Unfortunately, the bubble burst with the coming of the freeway in 1984. I-40 
bypassed Holbrook, displacing most of the traffic from Route 66, resulting in the demise of many local businesses.  
A few stayed open, betting that there would always be a few serious tourists wanting to visit the legacy of such 
a remarkable era.  Some are still open today that we hope you’ll patronize if and when you’re up there.
It’s worth the short trip to Holbrook to see so many remnants of its variant history, including it’s many legacy 
tourist attractions, landmark buildings of the early days, and the museum in the 119 year-old courthouse with its 
collection of rare items from early pioneers and various cultures spanning many generations. Even the remnants 
of tourist attractions that didn’t survive the coming of the freeway still provide us a glimpse of the role each 
played during the heyday of Route 66.  Another very popular thing to do when in Holbrook is to browse the 
unique collectibles of the many small shops.  All are owned by local families, many of whom are Native Americans, 
and their prices are right. They offer a lot of one-of-a-kind items rarely found anywhere else, including artifacts 
of all kinds; Native American jewelry, pottery, art, crafts, blankets, and clothing;  Route 66 clothing, glassware, 
signs, posters, and other commemorative souvenirs;  rough and sculptured petrified wood, minerals, gemstones, 
fossils, and about anything else a rock-hound could dream of;  and more. 
The Rest of the Story: The “seeds” for Holbrook were planted in 1870 when a stagecoach crossing, called 
Horsehead Crossing, was placed at the junction of the Little Colorado and Puerco Rivers to accommodate 
crossing by early Mormons traveling north and south in their endeavors to settle the Arizona Territory.  By 1876 
Horsehead had a  general store and a saloon, but not much more.  In 1881 the railroad located a railhead there 
for wagons of supplies traveling south to Fort Apache.  They built a depot two miles west and named it after their 
chief engineer, Henry Holbrook.  The Holbrook Depot became the hub for people coming into the area since 
most came by rail, thus the town of Holbrook developed around the depot rather than Horsehead.  The depot 
has been restored and can be seen on Navajo Blvd.   
Trouble began in 1886 when the Aztec Land and Cattle Company headquartered just west of town.  Aztec, better 
known as the “Hashknife Outfit”, bought a million acres of land, brought-in tens of thousands of cattle and horses 
from Texas, and grazed them in the lush green grass that covered the countryside back then. Although most were 
said to be good people, some of the Hashknife cowboys dominated 
the land, ruthlessly running-out homesteaders and competing sheep 
ranchers. To make matters worse, the loads of money that began to flow, 
and the perception that so many cattle on the open range would be 
“easy pickings”, lured renegades who made stagecoach robberies, train 
robberies, and cattle rustling a recreational pastime. 
When the cowboys came in after days on the range with pockets full 
of money, most were hungry for pleasure, good times, and letting-off 
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steam.  Holbrook provided them with exactly what they wanted: Food, baths, gambling, accommodating ladies, 
a rowdy crowd, and plenty of whiskey for courage to those wanting to settle some scores and prove who was 
better with a six-gun.  With no law enforcement of any kind, fists and firearms ruled the area.  In 1886 alone, 
there were 26 shooting deaths on the streets of Holbrook, which at the time had a population of only 250.  The 
famous “Bucket of Blood Saloon” was so named because of violence that occurred there. The street where it’s 
located was given the same name, which it still bears today. 

Law-and-order finally began in 1877 when buffalo-hunter and sharpshooter/
gunfighter Perry Owens became the first Sheriff of Apache County, which at the 
time was an enormous county spanning 21,177 square miles,  extending west 
past Holbrook all the way to Coconino County. Perry obviously needed help and 
was able to hire several deputies. The infamous Ike Clanton, who fled to Apache 
County after allegedly ambushing Virgil Earp following the OK Corral shoot-out 
in Tombstone, was tracked-down and shot in 1887 by one of Owen’s deputies. 
Apache County was finally split in 1895 giving birth to Navajo County in the 
western portion.  
A few years later, the area fell victim to drought, harsh winters, and low cattle 
prices, forcing Aztec to sell its cattle. However, Aztec didn’t disappear, but rather 
they embarked on a program of leasing its grazing land to local cattle ranchers 

—a program that continues to this day.  As of 2017, they still owned 230,000 acres in Navajo County and were 
the second largest private landowner in Arizona.
After WWII, gasoline became plentiful again, as did cars to burn it.  
Government programs made it easy for veterans to buy homes and 
new consumer products stemming from wartime technologies made 
life more fun and gave us more leisure time.  The American Dream 
was back better than ever, allowing families to take more vacations 
and explore America.  That, followed by the “Route 66” TV series, 
caused the popularity of Route 66 to soar, especially here in the West, 
to the delight of Holbrook as mentioned earlier, so you know the rest.  
The businesses that survived the coming of the freeway and remain 
open today include the Wigwam Village Motel #6, Joe & Aggie’s Cafe, 
Holbrook Motel (now called America’s Best Value), Motel Tonto (now 
the Knight’s Inn), The Hiway House Motel (now Roseway Inn), and 
Woods Inn (now Holbrook Inn). Many small shops for collectables also 
remain open as noted above, especially rock shops, which are plentiful 
and a major attraction. 
Do patronize the little guys, but be sure to include Jim Gray’s Petrified 
Wood Company. Even if you’re not a rock-hound, it’s a place to see. 
They are the largest and most impressive rock shop in the area with 
an incredible inventory, even fossils/artifacts, meteorites, pottery, and 
tons of petrified wood.  Located south of town on highway 180 just east 
of highway 377, it was originally known as the Holbrook Rock Shop. It’s 
easy to spend hours in that place. Many ask how petrified wood can be 
legally sold since it’s generally assumed to be preserved and protected.  
Actually, only the wood within the Petrified Forest National Park, or 
other government-owned land, is protected.  Commercially sold wood 
is harvested from privately owned land, which is legal.
Put on your blue jeans, grab your camera, and head to Holbrook: It’s a 
true Arizona “blast from the past”, but not the only one as you’ll find 
if you read the articles below.  For additional information from the 
Historical Society, go to https://holbrookazmuseum.org/index.php. 
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  Rock Art Ranch (southest of Winslow at Chevelon Canyon)
Ever wanted to go down into Chevelon Canyon and browse its thousands of 
petroglyphs, see a great collection of artifacts left behind by ancient civilizations 
and early pioneers found right here in our area, or maybe even have a one-on-
one with a buffalo?  You can do this, and more, at a nearby 5000-acre ranch that 
has been sheltered from change by a deep-rooted Arizona family since 1945; a 
family with forefathers that resided near here as far back as 1877.  It’s called Rock 
Art Ranch, located a short distance up Chevelon Canyon towards I-40.  It’s well 
known for having one of the best collections of significant artifacts in the country 
since the ranch land is especially rich with such items, as is Chevelon Canyon.  
Rock Art is the “real deal”, privately owned and operated by the Brantley Baird 
family whose commitment to the preservation of Arizona’s past spans several 
generations.  Brantley’s father purchased the Rock Art land in 1945 to avoid it going 
into the State Land Trust and risking that it’s natural and rare resources might not 

be appreciated and could even end-up being destroyed. Brantley’s great-grandfather was William J. Flake who 
moved to the Little Colorado River Area in 1877 to start a settlement in the Arizona Territory at the request of 
LDS Church leader Brigham Young.  Flake, along with Erastus Snow, were the founders of the town of Snowflake 
in 1878 (Snow + Flake; and all this time I bet you thought the town was named after the winter white stuff).  
In addition to providing trips into Chevelon Canyon and having a museum of rare unearthed artifacts, Rock Art 
also features a pioneer chuck wagon still equipped with its original kitchen utensils, a fully-furnished bunkhouse 
that was the last structure used by the “Hashknife Outfit” in 1900, Anasazi ruins, a Navajo Hogan, and more.
Rock Art Ranch is renowned for its archaeological 
significance, with researchers from the Smithsonian 
Institution, Heard Museum, and other museums and 
universities visiting regularly.  It’s listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places and is open to visitors (like us), 
but only by appointment. Rock Art’s museum is housed in 
a steel-framed barn containing a display of artifacts found 
on the property, including ancient pottery, arrowheads, 
and spear points, as well as items passed down through 
family generations. Outside, large chunks of petrified wood 
groom paths amongst the buildings and attractions.
Only a short drive from the museum, there’s a break in the Chevelon Canyon wall that creates a sort of natural 

stairway, providing Rock Art with the only access to the Canyon for miles. 
At these steps, supplemented by hand rails, visitors can climb down and 
leisurely browse the more than 3000 etchings representing Anasazi, 
Sinagua, Hopi, Navajo, and Zuni cultures spanning as many as 9,000 
years.  To make things more interesting, the host gives a short talk about 
the rock art and the culture of these ancient people. The lush canyon 
bottom is relatively easy to navigate, with sandy paths curving through 
willows and mesquite. A couple of small foot bridges help with the stream 
crossings when needed.
On the canyon rim, there’s a covered observation deck with tables where 
visitors who brought-in bag lunches or snacks can break for a picnic.  A 
restroom is nearby, but there are no trash receptacles, so we must follow 
the rule of all wilderness areas: “If you pack it in, please pack it out.”
Rock Art does ask for a $35 donation, and more for a large group, which 
includes the trip to the Canyon. Reservations are required for all activities and 
the family would appreciate them being made at least 2 to 3 days in advance. 
Call 9�8-�88-3�60. 
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BE SURE A TRIP INTO THE CANYON WILL WORK FOR YOU: The Baird family is to be commended for their efforts 
to make visitor access into the Canyon as easy as possible, which it surely is for the vast majority, but it may still 
be challenging for the elderly and others intolerant of extended periods of walking and maneuvering steps. We 
don’t mean to frighten or discourage anyone, but rather to make sure that everyone understands that this is a 
hiking trip, all on-foot, even if not as difficult as most.

To get to Rock Art, take Highway 87 South of Winslow to Highway 99 and then head Southeast for about 8 miles. 
Turn left on Territorial Road and continue for about 12 miles. After crossing over a one-lane bridge, turn right 
onto Rock Art Ranch Road (marked by a large sign) and continue until you reach the ranch.

Petrified Forest & Painted Desert (east of Holbrook, exit 311 from I-40)
The Petrified Forest, located in the southern portion of the Painted 
Desert, extends from I-40 south to highway 180.  The colorful 
spectacle of the Painted Desert continues northwest from I-40 all 
the way to the Grand Canyon.  This area is unique in all the world, 
especially the surreal Petrified Forest with the ground covered for 
miles by fallen trees and huge logs as old as 220 million years.  It’s 
also a world-class area for fossil research. Fossils of some of the 
earliest dinosaurs have been found there. 
The area was inhabited about 13,000 years ago by Paleoindian 
groups known for their large, well-made projectile points used 
for hunting game, many of which were made from the petrified 
wood.  Many artifacts of early inhabitants have been found, 
including several petroglyphs.
To preserve the “forest” and curb pilferage of wood by visitors, 
Petrified Forest National Park was created in 1962, extending 
from I-40 south to highway 180. The main entrance to park 
headquarters is at the north end about 26 miles east of Holbrook 
at Exit 311 off I-40. Inside the park, Petrified Forest Road spans 
the entire 28 miles to the south end connecting to highway 180 
at a point about 17.5 miles east of highway 377.  The park offers 
hiking trails, guided tours of the 100-year-old Painted Desert Inn 

(now a museum), and Paleontology (fossil study) Lab Demonstrations. There are also many other special events 
and field classes scheduled throughout the year.  There is a fee to enter the park.  For more information, go to 
https://www.nps.gov/pefo/index.htm.

Meteor Crater (west of Winslow, exit 233 from I-40)
Our famous Crater is a mile wide and 550 feet deep, created by a meteor striking the earth approximately 50,000 
years ago with the energy of more than 20 million tons of TNT.  An air-conditioned Visitor Center is located on 
the rim of the Crater and features an 80-seat widescreen theater that shows the movie, “IMPACT, The Mystery of 
Meteor Crater”. The Center also features an indoor Crater viewing area, Crater Trail access, Interactive Discovery 
Center, Artifacts and Exhibits, Gift & Mineral Shop, an Apollo space capsule, the “Collision! 4D Experience Room” 
immersion ride, and the Blasted Bistro restaurant.  Elevators and 
ADA accessibility are available for guests with special needs. 
Guided tours are also offered. There is a fee to enter the Center. 
To get there, head west on I-40 past Winslow and turn south 
at Exit 233 onto Meteor Crater Road, proceed about 4.8 miles 
to where the road branches to the left (southeast). Follow the 
branch to the left for an additional mile to the Center. Note 
that you’ll pass Meteor Crater RV Park right after you exit I-40 
if you need RV accommodations. For more information, go to 
https://www.meteorcrater.com/.  
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Monument Valley (northeastern Arizona off highway 163 at the Utah border) 
Without a doubt this is one of the most breath-taking and 
most photographed landscapes on the planet.  It’s a longer 
drive from the Ranch than the other attractions we noted, 
but not nearly as long as it would be from Phoenix and 
most other areas.  Everyone recognizes Monument Valley 
since more than 100 motion pictures have had segments 
filmed there, the more recent and most memorable 
of which include How the West Was Won, Back to the 
Future III, Forest Gump, and the 2013 rendition of the 
Lone Ranger.  To get there, take highway 89 north from 
Flagstaff, then east on 160, and north on 163.  For more 
information, go to https://www.discovernavajo.com/
monument-valley-navajo-tribal-park.aspx.  

Canyon de Chelly (northeastern Arizona, just east of Chinle off highway 191)
Another breath-taking site to see.  It encompasses 
the floors and rims of three major canyons: de 
Chelly, del Muerto, and Monument.  It is one of the 
longest continuously inhabited landscapes of North 
America, from the ancient Anasazi to the present-
day Navajo. Canyon de Chelly is entirely owned by 
the Navajo Tribal Trust of the Navajo Nation. It’s the 
only National Park Service unit that is owned and 
cooperatively managed in this manner. To get there, 
proceed eastbound on I-40 from Holbrook and take 
Exit 333 north onto highway 191.  Continue on 191 
through Ganado and Burnside north to Chinle.  For 
more information, go to https://www.discovernavajo.com/canyon-de-chelly.aspx.

Humphrey’s Peak & Arizona Snow Bowl (north of Flagstaff)
These attractions lie near 
the top of the famous San 
Francisco Peaks. The base 
of the Snow Bowl is at 9200 
ft while the lift takes you to 
11,500 ft. Humphrey’s Peak 
is at 12,633 ft. To get there, 
head west on I-40 towards 
Flagstaff and take Exit 201 

onto Country Club as you entering Flagstaff, then turn left (southwest) on old Route 66 (which is highway 180, as 
well as Alt I-40).  After another 4.2 miles or so, turn right (north) following 180 onto N. Humphrey’s Street for 0.6 
mile then continue on 180 by turning left onto W. Columbus Ave, which will become N. Ft. Valley Rd.  After about 
6.5 miles, turn right (north) onto North Snow Bowl Road and follow it for another 6.5 miles up the mountain to 
the recreation area. If you go during the winter, be sure to check road conditions before you leave home. The 
Snow Bowl gets a yearly average of 260 inches of snowfall!

This article is not for publication, general distribution, or sale since most of the material it contains was obtained on the 
Internet, some of which may be copyrighted.  This article was compiled only for posting on the website of Navajo County’s 
Chevelon Canyon Ranch Property Owner’s Association for private viewing by it’s property owners and perspective buyers 
seeking information on things to do and places to go in Northern Arizona.  No one was or will be compensated in any way 
for its preparation or use, nor was there contact with any of the entities featured that would encourage their inclusion, 
promotion, or otherwise be of benefit to them. We thank the many avid supporters of the wonders and history of Arizona for 
sharing such excellent information and photos on the Internet.
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